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ever is not authentic, finding his position
desperate, Sardanapalus collected all his
treasures, with his wives and concubines, on
a vast pile, and setting fire to it flung himself
upon the flames, and so perished.

Sardine, a name properly belonging only
to the several species of the genus Sardinella
(or Clupanodon). Commercially, the name is
given to the young pilchards of Northern Eu-
rope, and also to the young of the common
herring, which are taken and packed in tins
on the Maine coast. The important Norwe-
gian sardine industry, centered at Stavanger.
utilizes sprats and herrings. The young her-
ring which are packed as American sardines
come in great schools to the shallow waters
off the coast of Maine and New Brunswick,
where they are caught with nets or with
weirs built out from the land. California
also produces sardines.

Sardinia (Italian Sardegna), Italian is-
land and department in the Mediterranean, 7
m. s. of Corsica; area 9,299 sq. m. The cli-
mate is extremely hot, no rain falling at times
for four or five months together. Sardinia
furnishes over one-fifth of the mineral output
of Italy, producing lead, zinc, silver, lignite,
and blende. Agriculture is the principal in-
dustry; olive oil, wine, wheat, oranges, lem-
ons, and tobacco are raised. Large numbers
of horses, cattle, sheep, and goats are reared,
and viticulture is a flourishing industry. Sar-
dinia is divided into two provinces, Cagliari
and Sassari. The island was seized by the
Allies in the summer of 1943.

Sardis, or Sardes, capital city of the an-
cient kingdom of Lydia in Asia Minor, was
situated on the south side of the valley of
the Hermus, 50 m. n.e. of Smyrna. Its cita-
del stood on an almost impregnable rock. The
city was famous for its wealth, being the lux-
urious capital of Croesus. Its inhabitants wove
woolen stuffs and carpets and organized the
traffic between the interior and the coast.

Under the direction of the American So-
ciety for the Excavation of Sardis, a large
number of important discoveries have been
made here.

Sardonyx, a variety of onyx, consisting
of alternate layers of sard and milky-white
chalcedony. It was highly valued by the
ancients for the preparation of cameos.

Sardou, Victorien (1831-1908), French
dramatist, was born in Paris. His first real
success was the excellent comedy Les pattes
de mouche (1860), translated into English as
A Scrap of Paper. Among his best known

plays are La papillonne (1862); Nos intlmes
(1862); Les vieux gar$otts (1865); Divorgons
(1880); Odette (1881). His historical drama
Thermidor (1891) aroused so much feeling by
its picture of the Revolution that its per-
formance in France was prohibited. Madame
Sans Gene (1893), a 'Napoleonic' comedy,
was made remarkable by the acting of Ma-
dame Re jane.
Sargasso Sea, part of the Atlantic Ocean
lying between the United States, the Greater
and Lesser Antilles, and the West Coast of
Africa. Columbus, in 1492, said that his ships
passed through great patches of seaweed, 'so
abundant that the ocean seemed covered with
it.' An expedition sent out in 1925, under the
joint auspices of the N. Y. Zoological Society
and the American Museum of Natural His-
tory, with Dr. William Beebe at its head, re-
ported only thin patches of the weed, Ac-
cording to an old legend the Sargasso Sea
was the graveyard of missing ships.
Sargent, Charles Sprague (1841-1927),
American botanist, was born in Boston. In
1872 he became director of the Arnold Ar-
boretum, Boston, and in 1879 professor of
arboriculture. He arranged the scheme of
the Jesup collection of North American
woods for the Museum of Natural History,
New York.
Sargent, Epes (1813-80), American writ-
ter, born in Gloucester, Mass., was associated
with Boston and New York newspapers. He
wrote successful plays and verse but is best
known for the song, fA Life on the Ocean
Wave,' which was set to music by Henry
Russell.
Sargent, John Singer (1856-192$), the
most distinguished of American portrait
painters, was born in Florence, Italy, of Am-
erican parents. His first exhibit at the Paris
Salon, Portrait oj Mademoiselle W.. . (1877),
his group of Fisher Girls (1878), and his Nea-
politan Children Bathing (1879) a^ attracted
favorable attention. In 1884 he settled in
London, where he spent the rest of his life,
although making many visits to the United
States. In 1890 he received a commission for
the mural decoration of a hall in the Boston
Public Library. The long list of Sargent's
portraits includes: Henry G. Marquand
(1887, Metropolitan Museum of Art) ; Edwin
Booth, Lawrence Barrett, and Joseph Jeffer-
son (for the New York Players' Club, 1890) ;
The Weavers (1913); Gassed (1920).
Sargon, king of Babylonia, founder of
the Semitic dynasty at Agade about 2872 B.C,